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&lt;p&gt;&lt;/p&gt;&lt;p&gt;In an Anglo-Saxon thriller, the villain is generally

 punished, and the strong silent man generally wins the weak babbling girl, but 

there is no governmental law in Western countries to ban a story that does not c

omply with a fond tradition, so that we always hope that the wicked but romantic

 fellow will escape scot-free and the good but dull chap will be finally snubbed

 by the moody heroine.[4]&lt;/p&gt;
&lt;p&gt;Thrillers may be defined by the primary mood that they elicit: suspense

ful excitement. In short, if it &quot;thrills&quot;, it is a thriller. As the in

troduction to a major anthology says:&lt;/p&gt;
&lt;p&gt;Ancient epic poems such as the Epic of Gilgamesh, Homer&#39;s Odyssey a

nd the MahÄ�bhÄ�rata may have used similar narrative techniques to modern thriller

s.[citation needed] The Three Apples, a tale in the One Thousand and One Nights 

(Arabian Nights), is a murder mystery[14] with multiple plot twists[15] and dete

ctive fiction elements.[16] In this tale, a fisherman discovers a heavy, locked 

chest on the banks of the Tigris river and sells it to the Abbasid Caliph, Harun

 al-Rashid, who has it broken open - only to discover inside it the dismembered 

body of a young woman. Harun then orders his vizier, Ja&#39;far ibn Yahya, to so

lve the crime and find the murderer within three days. This whodunit mystery has

 also been considered a detective story, though it lacks a sleuth.[14][17]&lt;/p

&gt;
&lt;p&gt;The Thirty-Nine Steps (1915) is an early thriller by John Buchan, in wh

ich an innocent man becomes the prime suspect in a murder case and finds himself

 on the run from both the police and enemy spies.[citation needed]&lt;/p&gt;
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